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The Horn of Africa Nation has been without effeetyovernment since the bring down
of the military government in 1991 by armed upmsnThe armed uprisings did not
restructure the governmental institutions that thegked and as an alternative turned
the guns to each other.

In excess of half million innocent people died a®asequence of deliberate butchery,

malnutrition and diseases. Nearly a million pedeame internally displaced people.
About three
million Somali
nationals are in
foreign countries.
The time that all
these atrocities
were happening,
the country was
divided into
fiefdoms by
murderous
warlords.

The international
community made
14 efforts to stop
the fragmentary
civilian conflicts.
The last Somalia National Reconciliation Conferewas culminated in 2004 in the
bordering country, Kenya. President with Prime Mgier, Ministers and 275
parliamentarians were elected to lead transitite@gral institutions of transitional
federal government (TFG) and transitional fedeealiBment (TFP) for 5-year period.

Apart from the national dilemmas facing Somali depmedia has been endeavouring its
best to inform the people the current issues, to@mge citizens to articulate their views
and to persuade them to contribute efforts toweedslving the rigid conflict.

Although, large spectrums of both print and elagtronedia are existing currently, the
media is confronted by daily difficulties. Newspegpare mostly A4 size photocopied
papers. Many private FM Radio stations were estabtl, while countless news and
information websites were opened. But all of then8lb media are struggling for
continued existence. The current common cultuth@fSomali media outlets is direct
and indirect relationship with clan-based factieaders, promotion of clan interests and
creation of propaganda for self-proclaimed regi@whhinistrations. Statistically, 17
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Radio stations (7 of them based in Mogadishu),&0spapers (40 of them instituted in
Mogadishu) and more than 200 news and informatiebsites (mostly based in
overseas) are presently serving for the people.

Violations of press freedom have been far from easlye year 2005. Only this year
National Union of Somali Journalists monitored,astigated and reported on over 15
cases of murdered reporters, detained journasigtspended media institutions, censored
media houses and constant intimidations againsh@hists. These acts of violence are
strategies used by people who are determined &ivdeaob and inflict violence on the
Somali people, so that they can break away fromicgisBut in the past year, NUSOJ has
been posing problems to the perpetrators of thdaagements.

Aside from difficulty working conditions of journiats, the outrageous violations of this
year were the killings of British journalist KateyRon in Mogadishu and junior reporter
Duniya Muhiyadin Nur on main road connecting Mogddi and Afgoye district, 30Km
west of Mogadishu. The perpetrators of these barkdlings were not brought before
the justice.

As Violations of freedom of the press became disapgmgly high in Somalia, Somali
journalists spoke about the exigency need to impthe security of media professionals
in the country, and the ways to develop improveddas that can enable media
practitioners to work securely during the annualegal assembly of the former SOJON
and the current NUSOJ on 29 August 2005.

The remarkable achievements in this year are tkase of Abdi Farah Nur, editor in
chief of Shacab Newspaper in Puntland followingtnational and Local campaigns,
and the re-emergence of the right of journalistigbdi Sheik Mohamud after 147 days
ban by the political administration of middle Shidbeegion to work with both Radio
Banadir as their stringer in Jowhar and Radio Jovaeanewscaster. But another
misfortune came out when the administration ordénedournalists in their territory to
pay registration fee of 20,000 Somali Shillingetmble them to work in the middle
Shebelle region.

Immediately after the formation of the transitiofederal institutions in Nairobi, the
National Union of Somali Journalists and its intgronal partner Reporters without
Borders (RSF) jointly produced eight recommendatitum the new Somalia. These eight
recommendations stated the need to secure med@ofreand independence in Somalia
under the ruling of the transitional federal goveemt, and to make great part of its
agenda of rebuilding the country.

All these efforts that the union led in the pastrigears caused NUSOJ to receive on 7
December a prestigious international press freeaward, the first ever international
prize for a journalists’ organisation in the histaf Somalia’s defence of press freedom.

END...
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ABOUT NUSOJ
Background

The Somali Journalists Network (SOJON) was cremtédogadishu in 2002

following the preparation of an insulting media I&sts submission by the council of
ministers of the former transitional national goveent to the former transitional
national parliament, and lack of apposite orgarrafor the journalists to protest
oppressive measures from the government and oénpefpators of violations of
freedom of press. The organization’s vision wagrtiect and promote Somali
journalists and to bring to gather journalists wiere disintegrated as the entire parts
of the society were broken up by civil wars, tribal and politicized aspirations of
clan warlords.

To realize this vision, SOJON was holding everyryerats existence a general
assembly as stated by its constitution, which detezs democratically the
organization’s policies and future plans. In evgeneral assembly, where all
members of SOJON met and exchanged views, anahjoupower rules of the
organization, new member-journalists adhered to ttudleagues to reveal
professional cohesion and expose strong instituhiahdefends their rights.

More than two-third of the delegates present abtiganization’s 2005 general
assembly endorsed on 30 August 2005 many impaataehdments to the
organization’s constitution. Following the adoptmithe proposed constitutional
modifications, the name Somali Journalists NetW@&®JON) was changed to
National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSQOJ).

The union is the only organization that brings tbgethe largest number of
journalists in Somalia. In addition, struggling tmtter protection for journalists, it
has embarked on an ambitious plan of passing degsi@nalism in journalism by
formulating a code of ethics, organizing trainimngportunities by arranging domestic
and international partnerships.

What is NUSQOJ?

The National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ ison-profit and
nongovernmental organization, registered as a wadm, which is an umbrella body
for all Somali journalists. The Union has six braes in all over Somalia. NUSOJ
works together with all sectors of Somali societgluding non-governmental
organizations, governmental institutions, civil isties and the general public in
information management.

Domestic and International Relations

NUSOJ is a member of the International Federatfaloarnalists (IFJ), Arab Press
Freedom Watch (APFW), Eastern Africa Journalistso&gtion (EAJA), East and
Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Network (EHREN), the Somali Human
Rights Defenders Network (SOHRIDEN) and the EasicafMedia Institute —
Somalia Chapter.
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NUSQJ is partner organization with Reporters witidorders (RSF) and has
working relations with Committee to Protect Jouistal(CPJ), Amnesty
International, Writers in Prison Committee (WiP@pahe local NGOs who promote
and protect freedom of press and of expression.

NUSOJ Objectives

To defend and broaden the freedom of the Presshvidithe freedom to
gather information, the freedom to impart inforratand the freedom of
opinion without meddling.

To preserve and support trade union principles.

To represent journalists in all places where topatating to the profession are
in discussions.

To normalize and develop relationships involving émployees and
employers.

To negotiate and support the agreements of disagmats arising between
employees and employers by pacification, mediatiootherwise safeguard
the interest of the members.

To strive and seek out services for members tarmistalls training.

The protection and development of freedom of exgpoesand democracy to
enable the citizens to express their feelings élheat any time.

To move up the importance of journalism in the stycby implementing a
professional code of ethics.

To promote a courage of cooperation and unity an®orgali journalists.

The protection and backing of public justice, cliberty and peace.

The elimination of favouritism on the basis of ¢lgender or disability.

To protect and promote the rights of freelancenalists.

To defend the common interest of the nation andtexistence of the Somali
people.

To promote the rights of women journalists andtoatiscriminate them in the
media, and to guarantee their appearance in atitsties of the union.

Organizational Structure

The NUSOJ's administration is in three levels. fitst level is the General

Assembly, where delegates from the branches afnien come together, which is
highest decision-making body of the union. The sddevel is the Supreme Council,
where the members of the executive committee amti¢lads of the branches plus the
elected leadership of the council meet twice imgyear to give directions to the
executive committee and to act as a legislativeylmatween two general assembly
periods. The third level is the executive comreittath the Secretary General
serving as the chief executive officer and the hefatle committee.

The Membership of the Union
The membership of the National union is open tamaryinvolved in journalistic

profession. The membership levels are full membpssissociate membership and
honorary membership.
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HornAfrik Radio Station Assaulted With Bombs

HornAfrik FM Radio Station was assaulted with bombs
in the evening of 280f January. It was around 22:00hrs
Mogadishu time when assailants tossed two hand somb
to the premise of the radio station, but luckilyare

was hurt or killed in this pitiless and violent lagfour

from two anonymous men.

HornAfrik Radio, which is one of the seven Mogadish
based privately owned FM stations, claimed thag the
were receiving threats from groups that they didmeke
out who they are. These groups accused HornAke li
a radio station working for foreigners according to
HornAfrik. Seventeen days before this attack, aulis
between this radio station and an Islamic court was
concluded by the leadership of Somali Clerics Cdunc

BBC Producer Kate Peyton Murdered in Mogadishu

Ms. Kate Peyton, a Johannesburg-based BBC telavisio
producer, was shot dead on Wednesday, 9th February
2005 at the entry of Hotel Sahafi in Mogadishu abu
15:15hrs local time.

She arrived in Mogadishu in the same day to join
number of foreign journalists from internationaldree
who came to cover the repositioning of Somali
Transitional Federal Parliament, and to make repamt
the changes of Somali distressed situation. The
transitional government was formed in Nairobi ie th
end of 2004.

Kate Peyton, who joined the BBC in 1993, was ggttin
off her four-wheel drive vehicle to go in the hotehere
a delegation consisting of parliamentarians andstars
Late Kate Peyton led by the speaker of newly founded parliament are
residing, to carry out her reports on Somalia wéles
was offended at the back by a single bullet from tw
cloaked men inside white sedan by using a handgun.

"Kate was one of our most experienced and respected
foreign affairs producers who had worked all over
Africa and all over the world," BBC Director of New
Helen Boaden said. Mr. Yusuf Baribari, the spokasma
of President Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed said “the
transitional government was saddened by the kikind
sent condolences to her family and to the BBC”.
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Website Editor Arrested

Journalist Abdirisak Ahmed Absuge, editor of
guulane.com website, was arrested in Jowhar distric
the capital of Middle Shabelle region, 90Km north o
Mogadishu.

Mr. Abdirisak, who was arrested on 5 March 2005 at
around 18hrs local time, was reportedly imprisobed
militias faithful to chairman of Middle Shabele reg
Mohamed Omar Habeb, known Mohammed Dhere, at
the same time as he was in the town.

Although, journalists, local officials and civil ety
NGOs in the region were incapable to provide fall a
trustworthy information of this case at that timecause
of possible terror attacks from Dhere’s offensive
militias, there is little information from persoirsthe
district that requested anonymity.

These sources confirmed that Abdirisak turned dtmwn
put out information on www.guulane.com that thealoc
administration ordered him to do so during the ineéce
trip of Somalia’s exiled president and prime mieish
Jowhar district. But Abdirisak was released in Apri
after negotiations carried out by traditional etder

Journalists Briefly Detained in Somaliland

Somaliland police detained on Tuesday, 22 Marct5200
two journalists after they were dismissed from Radi
Hargeisa. The order to dismiss these journalists wa
issued by the Somaliland deputy minister of
information.

This move came after the two journalists, Ms. Hodo
Ahmed Qarboshe and Mr. Ahmed Suleyman Dhuhul,
started working with new Radio Station, which iséa
in East London, but widely listened in Somaliland.

Mr. Ahmed Dhuhul was arrested in the mid day d¥'22
March 2005 by the police soon after his dismissélile
Ms. Hodo Qarboshe was arrested on 24 March, by the
CID police. Both journalists were interrogated hg t

CID officers about their relations with the new Rad
station.

The deputy minister of information confirmed that h

issued the dismissal order, but denied that hedsswe
order to arrest these journalists. Local sourclestiat
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Somaliland interior minister issued the order t@sir
them. But they released after the president of $itamd
Journalists Association (SOLJA) signed bond for the
police, and providentially they were pardoned by th
government.

The Somaliland Minister of information confirmedeth
arrest of these journalists. He stated also tleat Were
arrested for the sake of the stability of Somadilan
Somaliland authorities see the Horyaal Radio as an
attack to the ruling part, UDUB.

Although the leadership of this Radio station ddrleat
this station is owned by the biggest oppositiort,par
KULMIYE, but there are reliable sources that
KULMIYE has some sort of involvement in the
management of this Radio Station.

Regional Reporter Arrested for Falsified News

Reporter of Jamhuuriya Daily newspaper in Somadilan
was arrested on 28 March 2005 around 7:45am local
time at the Borame central police station followthg
order of the governor of Awdal region, but the ord@s
executed by Mr. Osman Hari, the chief police
commander of central police station of Borame, the
capital of Awdul region.

The reporter, Mr. Abdirahman Mohammed Habane, was
arrested for a news article that Jamhuuriya newepap
published on 28 March. This article stated that the
governor of Awdal region, Mr. Mohamud Sheikh
Abdillahi Ige, released statement, which declahes t
the people in Awdal region will not accept the plad
system of sharing the seats of the Somaliland
Parliament, and as the governor was quoted by
Jamhuuriya reporter in Borame, Mr. Mohamud added
that the current plan is based on the election ijplan
1960s. Also this article stated that the Governdeced
to the Awdal people to demonstrate against this.pla
Abdirahman M. Habane
When this news came out the governor held a press
conference and denied this article, which he ssid,
contrary to the rule of Somaliland. He also conétm
that he neither made press release nor interviethien
matter. "This is contrary to the governmental syste
Somaliland that | represent in this region” the &ower
added.

The Jamhuuriya said that this news article was feent
the e-mail box of their reporter, and the peopl®want
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this article also hacked the reporter's e-mail goichis
password and then sent to the same message to the
headquarters of Jamhuuriya to publish it. The neysp
printed apology on 30 March.

The editor of Jamhuuriya Newspaper Hassan Sa'id
Yusuf met with the interior minister of Somaliland

Isma'il Adan Osman and the governor Mohamud Sheikh
Abdillahi who was at the interior ministry in Haiga,

and both officials accepted the apology, and prethts
release Mr. Habane.

But Saturday 8 May 2005 is first day that the régror
was brought to Borame Court, but he was not chaaged
witnesses were absentees and was returned to police
station. Again he was brought to court 10 times, e
judge ruled on 19 June 2005 his release after st
did not appear at the court.

Mr. Habane was previously arrested on 22 May 2001,
and took one month imprisonment after he was adcuse
of participating a demonstration in Borame, which
against Somaliland government.

Jowhar Radio Station Attacked

Militias loyal to regional administration of Middle
Shabelle region assaulted in the midnight'®b8 April
2005 Radio Jowhar, the only radio station in thggae.

The attack came when, after, the UN agency, théedni
Nations Childress’ Fund donated equipments to Radio
Jowhar on % of April. These equipments consist of: 1
PC computer, 1 large amplifier, 3 microphones,tdlgi
recorder and tape-recorder, as local sourcesheld t
organization.

Also reliable sources stated that the militias cegut

and took all the donated equipment at the timéef t
assault to Jowhar police station, and the ordectdhis
way was issued by the strongman of Middle Shabelle,
Mohamed Omar Habeb (Mohammed Dhere) when his
spokesman told him that Radio Jowhar received
equipment that he has not been consulted withthgut
administration returned the equipment in the next d
after discussions between Mohammed Dhere and the
management of the Radio.
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Abdi Farah Nur “Abdi Farey”

CASING: The Several Arrests of Abdi Farah Nur,
Editor of Shacab Weekly Newspaper

The Puntland authorities arrested on 21 April ModA
Farah Nur, the editor in chief of Shacab Weekly
newspaper in Garowe, the capital of Puntland Rexgjion
State of Somalia, after the authorities accuseddiim
writing on insult articles about the Puntland Riesi.

Prior to the arrest of the editor, numerous infeimgnts
were targeted to both the staff and the head office
Shacab Newspaper, largest newspaper in Puntland
regions. On Sunday, Tf April 2005, dozens of
Puntland armed forces got in the head office of the
newspaper, and crashed the car of the editor and
switched off the printing machine, as Abdi Farah
confirmed.

On 20 April, the police arrested twice Mr. Abdirash
Qoransey, one of Shacab reporters following CID
accusation of reporting false information, but was
released in the same day without any court rulimd) a
negotiation.

On 21 April, the Garowe police force arresté&titine
Mr. Qoransey. Editor Abdi Farah Nur went in the
similar day to the police station to negotiate vifia
police officers about the matter concerning thestrof
Abdirashid Qoransey, but they freed Qoransey ariisin
place arrested the editor on the spot. In thistday
editor was detained two times in the police statmrn

he went to the police station when he was inforthadl
he is being looked for by the polic& 8me, and
because of his personal security he went to thiegol
station and asked them what they want from him fhoeit
polices’ response was: “you are under arrest at thi
moment” as Abdi Farah informed NUSQOJ.

The CID officers indicted the editor slander to the
Puntland president and creation of uprising ofthlic.
The Puntland minister of information Abdirisak Albiéu
Gesod confirmed the arrest and the allegations. The
minister added that the editor wrote many artitihed
criticized the authorities of Puntland.

The editor was released on 24 April, around 11:00am
local time, following order from Puntland public
prosecutor Bashir Yusuf Nur, who told the CID odiis
that their allegations and the article, which wadking
about public accountability to the Puntland parksn
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instead of the ministers, are inconsistent.

However, Puntland police rearrested Sunday evedidg,
June 2005, around 21:30hrs local time Mr Abdi Farah
Nur, who is nicknamed Abdifarey.

Two armed vehicles with two sedans led by Garowe
police chief Col. Abdi Gaani entered the headqusioé
Shacab and ordered the editor to follow them tco@ar
police station, where he was detained. ‘| was imienl
that the order of my arrest came from Puntland
presidential headquarters’ said Abdi Farah in a
telephone interview with NUSOJ in his cell.

During the arrest of Abdi Farah, two other persdohe
Dhul-Udug printing agency owned by the same
company that own the newspaper were also arrested
with although they were released in the middlehef t
same night. ‘I told them to release the two youeugst
since they work only with printing agency not the
newspaper’ added Abdi Farey.

Local sources in Galkayo stated and affirmed tHadiA
Farah was threatened Sunday morning, 19 June,gdurin
the inauguration ceremony of'14ession of Puntland
parliament. Puntland finance minister Mohamed Ali
Yusuf (Gagab) reportedly told Abdi Farah during the
parliament’s opening ceremony that Dhul-Udug pnigti
agency will be nationalized and he (Abdi farey)l i
arrested for five years.

In the Sunday morning, the police forces ordered th
editor who was at that time taking photos from the
parliament’s ceremony to go with them to the police
station, and they reportedly told him that theyéhav
information stating that he is going to restart the
publication of Shacab, which was temporarily susieen
by presidential decree on 5 May 2005. The Garowe
police informed the editor to sign a note that ssuaes
them not to restart the publication of Shacab Ahdi
Farey turned down to do so, and when he left frioen t
police station, Abdi restarted the publication b&a&ab.

On Thursday 23 June, the editor was brought totcour
and a Puntland judge ruled that the editor of Shaca
weekly newspaper Mr. Abdi Farah Nur ought to be
transferred from the police station, where he wasd
held from 19 June, to the Garowe top-security [prieo
unidentified period.
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Shacab Newspaper

Abdi Farah was lastly released on 5 July from top-
security prison following presidential decree ggyimm
official pardon, but security forces started toadjeout
for him. He had teething troubles to depart from th
airports in Puntland territories, as immigratiofiasrs
were notified to disallow him to depart. At the Bian
Qasim Airport in Bossasso, Abdi Farey, was refusged
the duty chief of the immigration even to welconie h
friend.

Threats to his personal life also continued, antsed
him to escape from his home country by car. Helflie
from Buro’ (one of the towns of neighbouring
Somaliland in northwest Somalia) to Amsterdam,
Netherlands. Abdi Farey, has dual nationalities{&lo
and Dutch).

Shacab Newspaper Suspended

A presidential decree issued by the vice presidént
Puntland Regional State in northeast of Somaliay wh
was this time the acting president of Puntland,sdas
Dahir Af-Qura’ ordered the Puntland law enforcement
bodies to temporarily suspend the work of weekly
Shacab Newspaper in Garowe, the capital of Puntland

The body of the order, which was dated on 5 May5200
soon after the meeting of Puntland Council of Maris,
was written as follows:
“Having seen the decision of Puntland regional
government, the articles repeatedly published on
Shacab newspaper, which created crisis that cardlea
violence. The need for the media to hold off fromya
thing that can hurt Puntland and the press precisio
keeping the constitutional obligation of protectirtge
unity of Puntland, the vice president ruled thateh
production of Shacab newspaper is temporarily
suspended and designated institutions are ordexed t
implement this command fully

The order of the suspension is still effective.

Copy of the official letter (Written in Somali Lanageg
from Puntland Vice President:
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Editor and Reporter of Somali Broadcasting
Corporation (SBC) Briefly Detained

Puntland Intelligence Service (PIS) arrested thed
and a reporter of Bossasso based Somali Broadgastin
Corporation (SBC) from their headquarters in Bossas
The editor, Engineer Mowlid Haji Abdi and the refeor
Mohamud Abdirahman Rod were arrested on 24 May
2005 around 22:30hrs local time.

Four men from the intelligence service of Puntland
Regional State of Somalia went to the headquaoters
SBC and ordered the editor and the reporter tovoll
them to the controlling centre of PIS in Bossasso.

The reason behind this night time imprisonment of
Mowlid Haji Abdi and Mohamud Abdirahman Rod was
not officially identified, and were released onMay
2005 without charges.
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Late Duniya Muhiyadin Nur

The Somali Broadcasting Corporation (SBC), an FM
station, was founded in 2001 in Bossasso, and has
branches in Qardho and Garowe, the capital of Ruidtl

It was previously closed down on 22 May 2002
following the order of former Puntland President
Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, because SBC was accused of
being the driving force of Jama’ Ali Jama’ who vwihe
political challenger of Abdullahi Yusuf. SBC restd

its operations on 7 May 2003.

Radio Journalist Murdered in Mogadishu

A Lorry instrumentalist opened fire to HornAfrik
journalists Ms Duniya Muhiyadin Nur and Ms Anab
Mohamed Yare on the road connecting Mogadishu city
to Afgoye district of lower Shabelle region, whiish
30Km out of Mogadishu, around 11:30am Mogadishu
time.

Ms Duniya Muhiyadin whose upper body particularly
the shoulder was acutely obliterated by the buliets
immediately admitted to Madiina hospital, but short

not more than 10 minutes, died as a result of sever
harms and internal bleeding. However, Anab Mohamed
Yare survived.

The two journalists were with a sedan called “MH#Tk
to report increased barricades of independentiasildn
that main road. Owing to this increase of roadbépthke
drivers, owners and conductors of buses and Lorries
created their own roadblocks to share with the [geop
the problems facing them from the roadblocks of the
militias. They were ordering the people drivingvate
cars on that road to return, but the sedan of Mzsbfand
late Duniya turned down to abide the order of the
roadblock of the angry drivers, owners and condscto
who after that targeted bullets to the car.

Duniya Muhiyadin, 26, was a junior reporter of
HornAfrik Radio and a presenter of a program named
“Mogadishu and Today” of the Capital Voice Radio,
which is one of the FM stations that HornAfrik Madi
Incorporation owns. She used to report societahsvia
the city, and to make interviews with politicaldigs in
the city.
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Abdirisak Omar Ismail
“Sheekh Adduun”, Director of
STN FM Bossasso

STN Journalists Jailed

The Puntland police in Bossasso arrested on 30Mune
Abdirisak Omar Ismail (Sheekh Adduun), Mr. Awale
Jama' Salad and Mr. Mohammed Ilka Ase who are the
director, the editor and reporter of STN FM Statiion
Bossasso respectively.

The motive behind the arrest of the journalisians
interview they had with one of the candidates far t
Bossasso mayoral position according to sources in
Bossasso. But deputy police commander in Bossasso
stated that the journalists aired false informatibme
deputy police commander added that Puntland public
prosecutor authorized the arrest.

During the arrest of journalists, the police showvd the
STN's FM station in Bossasso. As well, they detine
the interviewed candidate. However, the STN FM
station reassumed its operations on Sunday, 3 dsily,
the CEO of STN Mohamed Hersi Ismail (Tanade) told
the NUSOJ.

However, Mr. Abdirisak Omar Ismail (Shek Adun), Mr.
Awale Jama' Salad and Mr. Mohammed llka Ase were
released on 12 July without bringing them to court.

Radio Voice of Peace Censored, its Director Resigihe

Radio Voice of Peace in Galka'yo, the headquanérs
Mudug region, was censored on 9 July 2005.

The action reportedly came out when, after, the top
management of the Radio was informed to come to a
hotel named Taar that the President of Somalia
Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed had been residing in Galka'yo
since Friday, 8 July. The staff from the officetioé
president informed the management of the Radio that
the FM station is airing programs against the itamsal
government, as they put, and are making propagandas
for the Mogadishu based faction of the transitional
government.

The presidential Staff, afterwards, ordered thei®Rad
Director to give in to them number of recordedesmp
from the archive of the Radio for investigations.

Top management of the Radio, however, stood for the
order. Other reports declare that the Mayor of @gtk
filed complaints against the Radio. This caused the
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Director of Radio Voice of Peace Mr. Burhan Ahmed
Dahir to step down from the position that he hdtdra
when, Burhan insisted to work independently and
without interference.

Radio Journalist Arrested for Controversial Report

Journalist Abdullahi Kulmiye Adow of HornAfrik Radli
was arrested in Jowhar on 2 August around 23:00 hrs
local time by militias loyal to the political adnmtration
of middle Shabelle region.

The reporter was arrested when, after, the HorkAfri
FM station transmitted his report concerning TFG
officers who occupied the premises of some of the
schools in Jowhar to keep going their daily busshes
according to trustworthy sources in Jowhar. Kulrigye
report added that 1500 students have difficultfes o
getting back to their schools as 2005/2006 scheat is
starting. This controversial report seems the major
reason behind his arrest.

Although Abdullahi was released on 7 August, he was
unable to continue his work as he was expelled from
Jowhar immediate after the release. The spokespefso
the political administration of middle Shabelleimy
Hassan Ali Dhagey, confirmed NUSOJ the arrest af Mr
Abdullahi. He, also, accused HornAfrik of transmnidt
what he called unfounded propaganda about thea#ic
of the transitional federal institutions who arereatly
based in Mogadishu.

Relatives and friends of Mr Abdullahi Kulmiye Adow
were behind his release.

I NUSOJ Leaders Receive Death Threats, Journalist
Abducted

The leaders of the National Union of Somali Joustsl
(NUSQJ) Mr. Mohamed Barre Haji, the chairman of the
supreme council, and Mr. Omar Faruk Osman, the
secretary general, have been receiving unidentifeadth
threats days before and after the constitutionaliah
general assembly of the union, which happened en 29
31 August 2005.

The unidentified death threats mention that Mohamed

and Omar will be killed almost immediately, althbug
some of the threats were describing that actiohbeil
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taken against them within 48hours.

12 seriously armed militias with a Toyota four-whee
drive were going around the offices of the orgaiiira
On September 1, the security staffs that were gugrd
Mohamed Barre confronted with these militias who
instantly ran away from the spot.

On September 2, four masked men with a sedan disite
the home of Ali Moallim Isak who is the organizing
secretary of the union. They asked his wife ab@ut h
The men, who were carrying weapons known AK47,
were standing at the front of Ali's home aroundo@its.

On September 4, the supporters of Yusuf Ali, whitsca
himself as the governor of Hiiraan region in ceintra
Somalia, momentarily abducted journalist Mohamed
Abdulle Hassan known Siidi in Mogadishu who works
with Sweden based website (www.somaliweyn.com).
The reason of this action came after the self-agpdi
governor held a press conference in Mogadishutheut
reporter didn’t publish the press conference. Agbisn
his head, Siidi was ordered to talk to his editor t
publish the news otherwise he would be killed.

After many efforts, the National Union of Somali
Journalists succeeded to release Mr. Siidi in tlenieg

of 4 September. But the supporters of the self-eyped
governor took his journalistic equipment. When NUSO
contacted with Yusuf Ali, he told that he and l@arh
didn’t see the journalists’ equipment, and accused
NUSOJ as an organization doing acts against Islamic
law as he put, and will provide the union’s infotioa

to the concerned people whom he didn’t identify.

Journalist Banned

Journalist Mohamed Abukar Aseyr was banned to
exercise his journalistic profession in Jowhar, the
temporary seat of the president and the prime teincs
the transitional federal government of Somali Réjgub

The order banning Mr. Aseyr to work with Radio
Jowhar was issued by the political administratibn o
Middle Shabelle region on 12 August.

Mr Mohamed Abukar Aseyr, who was also the Jowhar
correspondent of Mogadishu based Radio Hamar Voice
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Awale Jama’ Salad

of Democracy (VOD), was banned due to comments he
added to his reports to VOD according to reliable
sources in Jowhar.

The reports were mainly about the transitional fede
government, though VOD is not currently operational
for technical purposes. But in the month of October
Mohammed Abukar Aseyr was permitted to reassume
his work.

Editor of Weekly-Published Newspaper Arrested

Editor Professor Khalif Mohammed Barre was arrested
in the port town of Bossasso in Bari region of Pamd
Regional State of Somalia. The editor of Kaaha Bari
weekly newspaper, which is the oldest newspaper in
Puntland regions, was arrested on Saturday, 17
September 2005, around 13hrs local time by Puntland
Intelligence Service (PIS).

Trustworthy sources in Bossasso confirmed NUSQU tha
Professor Khalif, a veteran journalist, was arm$te
reason of an article he wrote, which was publisied
Kaaha Bari newspaper on Thursday 15 September. The
article, which was titled “Is Puntland exchangitgj i
natural resources to chickens” mainly criticized th
recent agreement that Puntland authorities reaeftad
Australian oil refinery companies in Garowe.

Professor Khalif Mohammed, who is also one of the
founders of Kaaha Bari newspaper in 1991, was being
detained in the center of operations of PIS in Bsss.
However, the senior editor was released on 18
September 2005 at 18:30 local time following a decr
issued by Puntland President Gen. Adde Muse, which
gave the editor a presidential pardon.

Editor of STN FM Station Imprisoned

Editor Awale Jama’ Salad was arrested on 26 Segemb
2005 at 10:00am local time in Bossasso of Bariaregn
Puntland.

The order to arrest Mr. Awale, who is the editoth
STN FM Radio station in Bossasso, was issued by the
deputy commander of Puntland police Col. Abdiasis
Sa’'id Ga’'amay after receiving allegations againstbfe
Jama’ from Ahmed Taran, the attorney general of Bar
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region.

Mr Awale, who was arrested while he was with a team
of STN journalists inside the premises of the local
government, was accused of writing an abusivelartic
after he was released from the jail in July 200%e T
article mentioned that the security officers of the
detention center are paid by some of the priscaieas
their families to release them from the jail withthe
knowledge of the authorities, and the remaining
detainees are maltreated in the cells, and may have
dispersal diseases.

Since the broadcast of the article from STN FM Radi
and the publication on some of Puntland newspapers,
Ahmed Taran was in discussions with the regional
administration of Bari to submit these accusations
against STN editor to law enforcement bodies.

He was repeatedly punched by policemen followirgg hi
arrest. When STN director Abdisarak Shek Adun tteed
visit Salad at the police station, he was turnedyaand
told he would be arrested if he came back. Salasl wa
transferred on 27 September to the headquartehe of
Puntland Intelligence Service (PI1S).

When transferred to intelligence headquarters on 27
September, Salad was put in a small, poorly-vaetila
room with open toilets along with some 70 other
ordinary detainees, including suspected murderers,
thieves and drug traffickers. The quantity of fabdy
were given was not enough for all the detaineet thie
result there were fights over the food. The onlyrse of
water was the toilet plumbing. Salad was finalligased
on 28 September following pressure from nationdl an
international organisations.

$ % Puntland Police Hunted Journalist Awale Jama’

The editor of STN FM Station in Bossasso Mr Awale
Jama’ Salad started hiding in October following tmon
from the police forces of Puntland Regional State i
northeast Somalia.

The reason behind his hunting was publication of

information concerning weapons imported by Puntland
Puntland Police reports on the conditions of jails of Puntland arjdint

report that Reporters without Borders (RSF) and
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National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ)
published about policy brutalities in Puntland.i&el
attacked his home and the homes of four of hisifisen
order to arrest him. Awale denied the writings oy a
involvement of these articles.

On 13 December 2005, the authorities in Puntlane ga
official exoneration Mr. Awale. The exoneration Gam
out after an intervention from the transitionaldeal
government. In the past, Awale was detained twedim

&%' | Detentions of Journalists in Jowhar and Kismayo

Jubba Valley Alliance (JVA), a political factionah
controls Lower Jubba region, arrested on 28 Novembe
in Kismayo Mr. Ahmed Mohammed Aden (Timajili’).
The order to arrest Mr. Timajili' was issued by the
governor of Kismayo District Mr. Dahir Mohammed
EImi. The governor accused the journalist of puritig
false information on a website that he works for.

The alleged false information, which Timajili' pighied
on www.gedonet.com, is about weapons that JVA
recently imported. Mr. Ahmed Mohammed Aden
(Timajili) works with Jubba FM Radio in Kismayo@n
a website called Gedonet.com. He is a member of the
supreme council of the National Union of Somali
Journalists (NUSOQOJ) and the head of journalisthuinba
regions. However, He was released on 2 December
without prosecution.

In Jowhar, Journalists Abdikarin Omar Moallim and
Ahmed Hassan Mahad were briefly arrested in theesam
day around 11:00hrs local time at Jowhar policesta

by militias loyal to Mohammed Omar Habeb, Dhere,
following order from the press officer of the pwél
administration of middle Shabelle region Mr. Hassan
Dhagey.

The reason behind their arrest is because these two
journalists refused to go with the vehicles that th
regional administration prepared for the journalisho
wanted to cover the arrival of foreign ministerslan
diplomats from the Intergovernmental

Authority on Development (IGAD) who were having
their foreign ministers' meeting on 29 November in
Jowhar.

21 Annual Press Freedom Report from NUSOJ, Mogadishu, December 26



However, after complaints and requests from the
journalists in Jowhar, Abdikarin Omar Moallim and
Ahmed Hassan Mahad were released around 14:15hrs
local time of the same day. Abdikarin Omar Moallim
works with Radio Jowhar, and sometime contributes
Mogadishu based Radio Banadir, while Ahmed Hassan
Mahad is the Jowhar correspondent of Bossasso based
Somali Broadcasting Corporation (SBC).

(! Journalists Tortured in Las Anod

Journalists Faysal Jama’ Adan, Jamal Farajar and
Abdigani Haji Ise whose working titles are the @iy
of Radio Las’anod and two of the station’s reparter
respectively were tortured on 10 December 200thby
guards of Puntland vice president Hassan Dahir vsfqu
who was visiting Las’anod city.

According to reports from the region, the authesti

were infuriated by a report, which the Radio aiired

early December. The report stated that the chief
commander of Somaliland army told the Radio that th
argument between Somaliland and Puntland is about a
barren region called Sool.

The Puntland authorities laid blame on the Radio of
broadcasting insulting information about the regaol
of encouraging the people in Sool to make disturban
against Puntland administration. During the vice
president’s visit in the city, many people cametout
welcome the vice president, and these journalistew
devoting to cover the arrival of the delegation lgd
Hassan Dahir Afqura’ and the impression of the
convivial people.

Although, Faysal Jama’ Adan, Abdigani Haji Ise and
Jamal Farajar were all pounded the rear of the dnamsl
of the security guards, Abdigani Haji Ise suffefierin
major injuries at his left-hand and right leg. Hasw
admitted to hospital as his left-hand was bleeding
critically.

When NUSOQJ tried to contact the Puntland vice
president, he declined to make any comment of widly a
how this attack happened, but said heatedly “if a
journalist contravenes the interest of the reg@nor

she will be beaten”.
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