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By Mohammed Barre Haji “Fiyoore” 
Chairman of NUSOJ’s Supreme Council 
 
The Horn of Africa Nation has been without effective government since the bring down 
of the military government in 1991 by armed uprisings. The armed uprisings did not 
restructure the governmental institutions that they cracked and as an alternative turned 
the guns to each other.  
 
In excess of half million innocent people died as a consequence of deliberate butchery, 
malnutrition and diseases. Nearly a million people became internally displaced people. 

About three 
million Somali 
nationals are in 
foreign countries. 
The time that all 
these atrocities 
were happening, 
the country was 
divided into 
fiefdoms by 
murderous 
warlords.  
 
The international 
community made 
14 efforts to stop 
the fragmentary 
civilian conflicts. 

The last Somalia National Reconciliation Conference was culminated in 2004 in the 
bordering country, Kenya. President with Prime Minister, Ministers and 275 
parliamentarians were elected to lead transitional federal institutions of transitional 
federal government (TFG) and transitional federal Parliament (TFP) for 5-year period. 
 
Apart from the national dilemmas facing Somali people, media has been endeavouring its 
best to inform the people the current issues, to encourage citizens to articulate their views 
and to persuade them to contribute efforts towards resolving the rigid conflict.  
 
Although, large spectrums of both print and electronic media are existing currently, the 
media is confronted by daily difficulties. Newspapers are mostly A4 size photocopied 
papers. Many private FM Radio stations were established, while countless news and 
information websites were opened. But all of the Somali media are struggling for 
continued existence. The current common culture of the Somali media outlets is direct 
and indirect relationship with clan-based faction leaders, promotion of clan interests and 
creation of propaganda for self-proclaimed regional administrations. Statistically, 17 



 3 Annual Press Freedom Report from NUSOJ, Mogadishu, December 2005 
 

Radio stations (7 of them based in Mogadishu), 60 newspapers (40 of them instituted in 
Mogadishu) and more than 200 news and information websites (mostly based in 
overseas) are presently serving for the people.  
 
Violations of press freedom have been far from easy in the year 2005. Only this year 
National Union of Somali Journalists monitored, investigated and reported on over 15 
cases of murdered reporters, detained journalists, suspended media institutions, censored 
media houses and constant intimidations against journalists. These acts of violence are 
strategies used by people who are determined to deceive, rob and inflict violence on the 
Somali people, so that they can break away from justice. But in the past year, NUSOJ has 
been posing problems to the perpetrators of these infringements. 
 
Aside from difficulty working conditions of journalists, the outrageous violations of this 
year were the killings of British journalist Kate Peyton in Mogadishu and junior reporter 
Duniya Muhiyadin Nur on main road connecting Mogadishu and Afgoye district, 30Km 
west of Mogadishu. The perpetrators of these barbaric killings were not brought before 
the justice.  
 
As Violations of freedom of the press became disappointingly high in Somalia, Somali 
journalists spoke about the exigency need to improve the security of media professionals 
in the country, and the ways to develop improved actions that can enable media 
practitioners to work securely during the annual general assembly of the former SOJON 
and the current NUSOJ on 29 August 2005. 
 
The remarkable achievements in this year are the release of Abdi Farah Nur, editor in 
chief of Shacab Newspaper in Puntland following International and Local campaigns, 
and the re-emergence of the right of journalist Abdiqani Sheik Mohamud after 147 days 
ban by the political administration of middle Shebelle region to work with both Radio 
Banadir as their stringer in Jowhar and Radio Jowhar as newscaster. But another 
misfortune came out when the administration ordered the journalists in their territory to 
pay registration fee of 20,000 Somali Shillings to enable them to work in the middle 
Shebelle region.  
 
Immediately after the formation of the transitional federal institutions in Nairobi, the 
National Union of Somali Journalists and its international partner Reporters without 
Borders (RSF) jointly produced eight recommendations for the new Somalia. These eight 
recommendations stated the need to secure media freedom and independence in Somalia 
under the ruling of the transitional federal government, and to make great part of its 
agenda of rebuilding the country.  
 
All these efforts that the union led in the past four years caused NUSOJ to receive on 7 
December a prestigious international press freedom award, the first ever international 
prize for a journalists’ organisation in the history of Somalia’s defence of press freedom. 
 

END… 
 



 4 Annual Press Freedom Report from NUSOJ, Mogadishu, December 2005 
 

ABOUT NUSOJ 
   
Background  
   
The Somali Journalists Network (SOJON) was created in Mogadishu in 2002 
following the preparation of an insulting media law & its submission by the council of 
ministers of the former transitional national government to the former transitional 
national parliament, and lack of apposite organization for the journalists to protest 
oppressive measures from the government and other perpetrators of violations of 
freedom of press. The organization’s vision was to protect and promote Somali 
journalists and to bring to gather journalists who were disintegrated as the entire parts 
of the society were broken up by civil wars, tribalism and politicized aspirations of 
clan warlords. 
   
To realize this vision, SOJON was holding every year in its existence a general 
assembly as stated by its constitution, which determines democratically the 
organization’s policies and future plans. In every general assembly, where all 
members of SOJON met and exchanged views, and put into power rules of the 
organization, new member-journalists adhered to their colleagues to reveal 
professional cohesion and expose strong institution that defends their rights. 
   
More than two-third of the delegates present at the organization’s 2005 general 
assembly endorsed on 30 August 2005 many important amendments to the 
organization’s constitution. Following the adoption of the proposed constitutional 
modifications, the name Somali Journalists Network (SOJON) was changed to 
National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ). 
   
The union is the only organization that brings together the largest number of 
journalists in Somalia. In addition, struggling for better protection for journalists, it 
has embarked on an ambitious plan of passing on professionalism in journalism by 
formulating a code of ethics, organizing training opportunities by arranging domestic 
and international partnerships. 
   
What is NUSOJ? 
   
The National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ) is a non-profit and 
nongovernmental organization, registered as a trade union, which is an umbrella body 
for all Somali journalists. The Union has six branches in all over Somalia. NUSOJ 
works together with all sectors of Somali society including non-governmental 
organizations, governmental institutions, civil societies and the general public in 
information management.  
   
Domestic and International Relations 
   
NUSOJ is a member of the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), Arab Press 
Freedom Watch (APFW), Eastern Africa Journalists Association (EAJA), East and 
Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Network (EHAHRDN), the Somali Human 
Rights Defenders Network (SOHRIDEN) and the East Africa Media Institute –
Somalia Chapter.  
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NUSOJ is partner organization with Reporters without Borders (RSF) and has 
working relations with Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Amnesty 
International, Writers in Prison Committee (WiPC) and the local NGOs who promote 
and protect freedom of press and of expression.  
   
NUSOJ Objectives  
 

·  To defend and broaden the freedom of the Press, which is the freedom to 
gather information, the freedom to impart information and the freedom of 
opinion without meddling.  

·  To preserve and support trade union principles.  
·  To represent journalists in all places where topics relating to the profession are 

in discussions.  
·  To normalize and develop relationships involving the employees and 

employers.  
·  To negotiate and support the agreements of disagreements arising between 

employees and employers by pacification, mediation or otherwise safeguard 
the interest of the members.  

·  To strive and seek out services for members to obtain skills training.   
·  The protection and development of freedom of expression and democracy to 

enable the citizens to express their feelings liberally at any time.  
·  To move up the importance of journalism in the society by implementing a 

professional code of ethics.  
·  To promote a courage of cooperation and unity among Somali journalists.  
·  The protection and backing of public justice, civil liberty and peace.  
·  The elimination of favouritism on the basis of clan, gender or disability.  
·  To protect and promote the rights of freelance journalists.  
·  To defend the common interest of the nation and the coexistence of the Somali 

people.  
·  To promote the rights of women journalists and not to discriminate them in the 

media, and to guarantee their appearance in all structures of the union.  
 
Organizational Structure 
   
The NUSOJ's administration is in three levels. The first level is the General 
Assembly, where delegates from the branches of the union come together, which is 
highest decision-making body of the union. The second level is the Supreme Council, 
where the members of the executive committee and the heads of the branches plus the 
elected leadership of the council meet twice in every year to give directions to the 
executive committee and to act as a legislative body between two general assembly 
periods.  The third level is the executive committee with the Secretary General 
serving as the chief executive officer and the head of the committee. 
   
The Membership of the Union 
   
The membership of the National union is open to anyone involved in journalistic 
profession. The membership levels are full membership, associate membership and 
honorary membership. 
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�� HornAfrik Radio Station Assaulted With Bombs 

 
HornAfrik FM Radio Station was assaulted with bombs 
in the evening of 28th of January. It was around 22:00hrs 
Mogadishu time when assailants tossed two hand bombs 
to the premise of the radio station, but luckily no one 
was hurt or killed in this pitiless and violent behaviour 
from two anonymous men.  
 
HornAfrik Radio, which is one of the seven Mogadishu-
based privately owned FM stations, claimed that they 
were receiving threats from groups that they didn’t make 
out who they are. These groups accused HornAfrik like 
a radio station working for foreigners according to 
HornAfrik. Seventeen days before this attack, a dispute 
between this radio station and an Islamic court was 
concluded by the leadership of Somali Clerics Council. 
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Late Kate Peyton 

BBC Producer Kate Peyton Murdered in Mogadishu 
 
Ms. Kate Peyton, a Johannesburg-based BBC television 
producer, was shot dead on Wednesday, 9th February 
2005 at the entry of Hotel Sahafi in Mogadishu around 
15:15hrs local time. 
 
She arrived in Mogadishu in the same day to join 
number of foreign journalists from international media 
who came to cover the repositioning of Somali 
Transitional Federal Parliament, and to make reports on 
the changes of Somali distressed situation. The 
transitional government was formed in Nairobi in the 
end of 2004.   
 
Kate Peyton, who joined the BBC in 1993, was getting 
off her four-wheel drive vehicle to go in the hotel, where 
a delegation consisting of parliamentarians and ministers 
led by the speaker of newly founded parliament are 
residing, to carry out her reports on Somalia when she 
was offended at the back by a single bullet from two 
cloaked men inside white sedan by using a handgun.   
 
"Kate was one of our most experienced and respected 
foreign affairs producers who had worked all over 
Africa and all over the world," BBC Director of News 
Helen Boaden said. Mr. Yusuf Baribari, the spokesman 
of President Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed said “the 
transitional government was saddened by the killing and 
sent condolences to her family and to the BBC”. 
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�� Website Editor Arrested 
 

Journalist Abdirisak Ahmed Absuge, editor of 
guulane.com website, was arrested in Jowhar district, 
the capital of Middle Shabelle region, 90Km north of 
Mogadishu.  
   
Mr. Abdirisak, who was arrested on 5 March 2005 at 
around 18hrs local time, was reportedly imprisoned by 
militias faithful to chairman of Middle Shabele region 
Mohamed Omar Habeb, known Mohammed Dhere, at 
the same time as he was in the town.  
   
Although, journalists, local officials and civil society 
NGOs in the region were incapable to provide full and 
trustworthy information of this case at that time because 
of possible terror attacks from Dhere’s offensive 
militias, there is little information from persons in the 
district that requested anonymity.  
 
These sources confirmed that Abdirisak turned down to 
put out information on www.guulane.com that the local 
administration ordered him to do so during the recent 
trip of Somalia’s exiled president and prime minister in 
Jowhar district. But Abdirisak was released in April 
after negotiations carried out by traditional elders.  
 

�����������������

�� Journalists Briefly Detained in Somaliland 
 
Somaliland police detained on Tuesday, 22 March 2005 
two journalists after they were dismissed from Radio 
Hargeisa. The order to dismiss these journalists was 
issued by the Somaliland deputy minister of 
information.  
 
This move came after the two journalists, Ms. Hodo 
Ahmed Qarboshe and Mr. Ahmed Suleyman Dhuhul, 
started working with new Radio Station, which is based 
in East London, but widely listened in Somaliland. 
 
Mr. Ahmed Dhuhul was arrested in the mid day of 22nd 
March 2005 by the police soon after his dismissal, while 
Ms. Hodo Qarboshe was arrested on 24 March, by the 
CID police. Both journalists were interrogated by the 
CID officers about their relations with the new Radio 
station. 
 
The deputy minister of information confirmed that he 
issued the dismissal order, but denied that he issued the 
order to arrest these journalists. Local sources told that 



 9 Annual Press Freedom Report from NUSOJ, Mogadishu, December 2005 
 

Somaliland interior minister issued the order to arrest 
them. But they released after the president of Somaliland 
Journalists Association (SOLJA) signed bond for the 
police, and providentially they were pardoned by the 
government.  
 
The Somaliland Minister of information confirmed the 
arrest of these journalists. He stated also that they were 
arrested for the sake of the stability of Somaliland. 
Somaliland authorities see the Horyaal Radio as an 
attack to the ruling part, UDUB. 
 
Although the leadership of this Radio station denied that 
this station is owned by the biggest opposition part, 
KULMIYE, but there are reliable sources that 
KULMIYE has some sort of involvement in the 
management of this Radio Station. 
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Abdirahman M. Habane 

Regional Reporter Arrested for Falsified News 
 
Reporter of Jamhuuriya Daily newspaper in Somaliland 
was arrested on 28 March 2005 around 7:45am local 
time at the Borame central police station following the 
order of the governor of Awdal region, but the order was 
executed by Mr. Osman Hari, the chief police 
commander of central police station of Borame, the 
capital of Awdul region. 
 
The reporter, Mr. Abdirahman Mohammed Habane, was 
arrested for a news article that Jamhuuriya newspaper 
published on 28 March. This article stated that the 
governor of Awdal region, Mr. Mohamud Sheikh 
Abdillahi Ige, released statement, which declares that 
the people in Awdal region will not accept the planned 
system of sharing the seats of the Somaliland 
Parliament, and as the governor was quoted by 
Jamhuuriya reporter in Borame, Mr. Mohamud added 
that the current plan is based on the election plan in 
1960s. Also this article stated that the Governor ordered 
to the Awdal people to demonstrate against this plan. 
 
When this news came out the governor held a press 
conference and denied this article, which he said, is 
contrary to the rule of Somaliland. He also confirmed 
that he neither made press release nor interview on this 
matter. "This is contrary to the governmental system in 
Somaliland that I represent in this region" the Governor 
added. 
 
The Jamhuuriya said that this news article was sent from 
the e-mail box of their reporter, and the people who sent 
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this article also hacked the reporter's e-mail and got his 
password and then sent to the same message to the 
headquarters of Jamhuuriya to publish it. The newspaper 
printed apology on 30 March.  
 
The editor of Jamhuuriya Newspaper Hassan Sa'id 
Yusuf met with the interior minister of Somaliland 
Isma'il Adan Osman and the governor Mohamud Sheikh 
Abdillahi who was at the interior ministry in Hargeisa, 
and both officials accepted the apology, and promised to 
release Mr. Habane. 
 
But Saturday 8 May 2005 is first day that the reporter 
was brought to Borame Court, but he was not charged as 
witnesses were absentees and was returned to police 
station. Again he was brought to court 10 times, and the 
judge ruled on 19 June 2005 his release after witnesses 
did not appear at the court.  
 
Mr. Habane was previously arrested on 22 May 2001, 
and took one month imprisonment after he was accused 
of participating a demonstration in Borame, which 
against Somaliland government.   
 

���������

�� Jowhar Radio Station Attacked 
 
Militias loyal to regional administration of Middle 
Shabelle region assaulted in the midnight of 3rd of April 
2005 Radio Jowhar, the only radio station in the region. 
 
The attack came when, after, the UN agency, the United 
Nations Childress’ Fund donated equipments to Radio 
Jowhar on 3rd of April. These equipments consist of: 1 
PC computer, 1 large amplifier, 3 microphones, digital 
recorder and tape-recorder, as local sources told the 
organization. 
 
Also reliable sources stated that the militias captured 
and took all the donated equipment at the time of the 
assault to Jowhar police station, and the order to act this 
way was issued by the strongman of Middle Shabelle, 
Mohamed Omar Habeb (Mohammed Dhere) when his 
spokesman told him that Radio Jowhar received 
equipment that he has not been consulted with. But the 
administration returned the equipment in the next day 
after discussions between Mohammed Dhere and the 
management of the Radio.  
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Abdi Farah Nur “Abdi Farey” �

CASING: The Several Arrests of Abdi Farah Nur, 
Editor of Shacab Weekly Newspaper 

 
The Puntland authorities arrested on 21 April Mr. Abdi 
Farah Nur, the editor in chief of Shacab Weekly 
newspaper in Garowe, the capital of Puntland Regional 
State of Somalia, after the authorities accused him of 
writing on insult articles about the Puntland President.  
 
Prior to the arrest of the editor, numerous infringements 
were targeted to both the staff and the head office of 
Shacab Newspaper, largest newspaper in Puntland 
regions. On Sunday, 10th of April 2005, dozens of 
Puntland armed forces got in the head office of the 
newspaper, and crashed the car of the editor and 
switched off the printing machine, as Abdi Farah 
confirmed.   
 
On 20 April, the police arrested twice Mr. Abdirashid 
Qoransey, one of Shacab reporters following CID 
accusation of reporting false information, but was 
released in the same day without any court ruling and 
negotiation.  
 
On 21 April, the Garowe police force arrested 3rd time 
Mr. Qoransey. Editor Abdi Farah Nur went in the 
similar day to the police station to negotiate with the 
police officers about the matter concerning the arrest of 
Abdirashid Qoransey, but they freed Qoransey and in his 
place arrested the editor on the spot. In this day the 
editor was detained two times in the police station, but 
he went to the police station when he was informed that 
he is being looked for by the police 3rd time, and 
because of his personal security he went to the police 
station and asked them what they want from him, but the 
polices’ response was: “you are under arrest at this 
moment” as Abdi Farah informed NUSOJ.    
 
The CID officers indicted the editor slander to the 
Puntland president and creation of uprising of the public. 
The Puntland minister of information Abdirisak Abdulle 
Gesod confirmed the arrest and the allegations. The 
minister added that the editor wrote many articles that 
criticized the authorities of Puntland.  
 
The editor was released on 24 April, around 11:00am 
local time, following order from Puntland public 
prosecutor Bashir Yusuf Nur, who told the CID officers 
that their allegations and the article, which was talking 
about public accountability to the Puntland parliament 
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instead of the ministers, are inconsistent.  
 
However, Puntland police rearrested Sunday evening, 19 
June 2005, around 21:30hrs local time Mr Abdi Farah 
Nur, who is nicknamed Abdifarey.   
 
Two armed vehicles with two sedans led by Garowe 
police chief Col. Abdi Gaani entered the headquarters of 
Shacab and ordered the editor to follow them to Garowe 
police station, where he was detained. ‘I was informed 
that the order of my arrest came from Puntland 
presidential headquarters’ said Abdi Farah in a 
telephone interview with NUSOJ in his cell.  
 
During the arrest of Abdi Farah, two other personnel of 
Dhul-Udug printing agency owned by the same 
company that own the newspaper were also arrested 
with although they were released in the middle of the 
same night. ‘I told them to release the two youngsters 
since they work only with printing agency not the 
newspaper’ added Abdi Farey.  
 
Local sources in Galkayo stated and affirmed that Abdi 
Farah was threatened Sunday morning, 19 June, during 
the inauguration ceremony of 14th session of Puntland 
parliament. Puntland finance minister Mohamed Ali 
Yusuf (Gagab) reportedly told Abdi Farah during the 
parliament’s opening ceremony that Dhul-Udug printing 
agency will be nationalized and he (Abdi farey) will be 
arrested for five years.  
 
In the Sunday morning, the police forces ordered the 
editor who was at that time taking photos from the 
parliament’s ceremony to go with them to the police 
station, and they reportedly told him that they have 
information stating that he is going to restart the 
publication of Shacab, which was temporarily suspended 
by presidential decree on 5 May 2005. The Garowe 
police informed the editor to sign a note that he assures 
them not to restart the publication of Shacab, but Abdi 
Farey turned down to do so, and when he left from the 
police station, Abdi restarted the publication of Shacab.  
 
On Thursday 23 June, the editor was brought to court, 
and a Puntland judge ruled that the editor of Shacab 
weekly newspaper Mr. Abdi Farah Nur ought to be 
transferred from the police station, where he was being 
held from 19 June, to the Garowe top-security prison for 
unidentified period. 
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Abdi Farah was lastly released on 5 July from top-
security prison following presidential decree giving him 
official pardon, but security forces started to go all-out 
for him. He had teething troubles to depart from the 
airports in Puntland territories, as immigration officers 
were notified to disallow him to depart. At the Bandar 
Qasim Airport in Bossasso, Abdi Farey, was refused by 
the duty chief of the immigration even to welcome his 
friend.   
 
Threats to his personal life also continued, and caused 
him to escape from his home country by car. He flied 
from Buro’ (one of the towns of neighbouring 
Somaliland in northwest Somalia) to Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. Abdi Farey, has dual nationalities (Somali 
and Dutch).  
 

Shacab Newspaper 
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Shacab Newspaper Suspended 
 
A presidential decree issued by the vice president of 
Puntland Regional State in northeast of Somalia, who 
was this time the acting president of Puntland, Hassan 
Dahir Af-Qura’ ordered the Puntland law enforcement 
bodies to temporarily suspend the work of weekly 
Shacab Newspaper in Garowe, the capital of Puntland.  
 
The body of the order, which was dated on 5 May 2005 
soon after the meeting of Puntland Council of Ministers, 
was written as follows:  

“Having seen the decision of Puntland regional 
government, the articles repeatedly published on 

Shacab newspaper, which created crisis that can lead 
violence. The need for the media to hold off from any 
thing that can hurt Puntland and the press precision, 
keeping the constitutional obligation of protecting the 

unity of Puntland, the vice president ruled that the 
production of Shacab newspaper is temporarily 

suspended and designated institutions are ordered to 
implement this command fully”. 

 
The order of the suspension is still effective.  
 
Copy of the official letter (Written in Somali Language) 
from Puntland Vice President: 
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�� Editor and Reporter of Somali Broadcasting 

Corporation (SBC) Briefly Detained 
 
Puntland Intelligence Service (PIS) arrested the editor 
and a reporter of Bossasso based Somali Broadcasting 
Corporation (SBC) from their headquarters in Bossasso. 
The editor, Engineer Mowlid Haji Abdi and the reporter, 
Mohamud Abdirahman Rod were arrested on 24 May 
2005 around 22:30hrs local time.  
 
Four men from the intelligence service of Puntland 
Regional State of  Somalia went to the headquarters of 
SBC and ordered the editor and the reporter to follow 
them to the controlling centre of PIS in Bossasso.  
 
The reason behind this night time imprisonment of 
Mowlid Haji Abdi and Mohamud Abdirahman Rod was 
not officially identified, and were released on 25 May 
2005 without charges.  
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The Somali Broadcasting Corporation (SBC), an FM 
station, was founded in 2001 in Bossasso, and has 
branches in Qardho and Garowe, the capital of Puntland. 
It was previously closed down on 22 May 2002 
following the order of former Puntland President 
Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, because SBC was accused of 
being the driving force of Jama’ Ali Jama’ who was the 
political challenger of Abdullahi Yusuf. SBC restarted 
its operations on 7 May 2003.  
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Late Duniya Muhiyadin Nur 

Radio Journalist Murdered in Mogadishu 
 
A Lorry instrumentalist opened fire to HornAfrik 
journalists Ms Duniya Muhiyadin Nur and Ms Anab 
Mohamed Yare on the road connecting Mogadishu city 
to Afgoye district of lower Shabelle region, which is 
30Km out of Mogadishu, around 11:30am Mogadishu 
time.  
 
Ms Duniya Muhiyadin whose upper body particularly 
the shoulder was acutely obliterated by the bullets was 
immediately admitted to Madiina hospital, but shortly, 
not more than 10 minutes, died as a result of severe 
harms and internal bleeding. However, Anab Mohamed 
Yare survived. 
 
The two journalists were with a sedan called “Mark II” 
to report increased barricades of independent militias on 
that main road. Owing to this increase of roadblocks, the 
drivers, owners and conductors of buses and Lorries 
created their own roadblocks to share with the people 
the problems facing them from the roadblocks of the 
militias. They were ordering the people driving private 
cars on that road to return, but the sedan of Ms Anab and 
late Duniya turned down to abide the order of the 
roadblock of the angry drivers, owners and conductors, 
who after that targeted bullets to the car.  
 
Duniya Muhiyadin, 26, was a junior reporter of 
HornAfrik Radio and a presenter of a program named 
“Mogadishu and Today” of the Capital Voice Radio, 
which is one of the FM stations that HornAfrik Media 
Incorporation owns. She used to report societal events in 
the city, and to make interviews with political figures in 
the city. 
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Abdirisak Omar Ismail 

“Sheekh Adduun”, Director of 
STN FM Bossasso 

STN Journalists Jailed 
 
The Puntland police in Bossasso arrested on 30 June Mr. 
Abdirisak Omar Ismail (Sheekh Adduun), Mr. Awale 
Jama' Salad and Mr. Mohammed Ilka Ase who are the 
director, the editor and reporter of STN FM Station in 
Bossasso respectively.  
 
The motive behind the arrest of the journalists is an 
interview they had with one of the candidates for the 
Bossasso mayoral position according to sources in 
Bossasso. But deputy police commander in Bossasso 
stated that the journalists aired false information. The 
deputy police commander added that Puntland public 
prosecutor authorized the arrest.  
 
During the arrest of journalists, the police shut down the 
STN's FM station in Bossasso. As well, they detained 
the interviewed candidate. However, the STN FM 
station reassumed its operations on Sunday, 3 July, as 
the CEO of STN Mohamed Hersi Ismail (Tanade) told 
the NUSOJ. 
 
However, Mr. Abdirisak Omar Ismail (Shek Adun), Mr. 
Awale Jama' Salad and Mr. Mohammed Ilka Ase were 
released on 12 July without bringing them to court. 
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Radio Voice of Peace Censored, its Director Resigned 
 
Radio Voice of Peace in Galka’yo, the headquarters of 
Mudug region, was censored on 9 July 2005.  
 
The action reportedly came out when, after, the top 
management of the Radio was informed to come to a 
hotel named Taar that the President of Somalia 
Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed had been residing in Galka’yo 
since Friday, 8 July. The staff from the office of the 
president informed the management of the Radio that 
the FM station is airing programs against the transitional 
government, as they put, and are making propagandas 
for the Mogadishu based faction of the transitional 
government.   
 
The presidential Staff, afterwards, ordered the Radio 
Director  to give in to them number of recorded tapes 
from the archive of the Radio for investigations.  
 
Top management of the Radio, however, stood for the 
order. Other reports declare that the Mayor of Galka’yo 
filed complaints against the Radio. This caused the 
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Director of Radio Voice of Peace Mr. Burhan Ahmed 
Dahir to step down from the position that he held after, 
when, Burhan insisted to work independently and 
without interference.  
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�� Radio Journalist Arrested for Controversial Report 
 
Journalist Abdullahi Kulmiye Adow of HornAfrik Radio 
was arrested in Jowhar on 2 August around 23:00 hrs 
local time by militias loyal to the political administration 
of middle Shabelle region. 
 
The reporter was arrested when, after, the HornAfrik 
FM station transmitted his report concerning TFG 
officers who occupied the premises of some of the 
schools in Jowhar to keep going their daily business, 
according to trustworthy sources in Jowhar. Kulmiye’s 
report added that 1500 students have difficulties of 
getting back to their schools as 2005/2006 school year is 
starting. This controversial report seems the major 
reason behind his arrest.  
 
Although Abdullahi was released on 7 August, he was 
unable to continue his work as he was expelled from 
Jowhar immediate after the release. The spokesperson of 
the political administration of middle Shabelle region, 
Hassan Ali Dhagey, confirmed NUSOJ the arrest of Mr. 
Abdullahi. He, also, accused HornAfrik of transmitting 
what he called unfounded propaganda about the officials 
of the transitional federal institutions who are currently 
based in Mogadishu.  
 
Relatives and friends of Mr Abdullahi Kulmiye Adow 
were behind his release. 
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NUSOJ Leaders Receive Death Threats, Journalist 
Abducted 

 
The leaders of the National Union of Somali Journalists 
(NUSOJ) Mr. Mohamed Barre Haji, the chairman of the 
supreme council, and Mr. Omar Faruk Osman, the 
secretary general, have been receiving unidentified death 
threats days before and after the constitutional annual 
general assembly of the union, which happened on 29-
31 August 2005. 
 
The unidentified death threats mention that Mohamed 
and Omar will be killed almost immediately, although 
some of the threats were describing that action will be 
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taken against them within 48hours.  
 
12 seriously armed militias with a Toyota four-wheel 
drive were going around the offices of the organization. 
On September 1, the security staffs that were guarding 
Mohamed Barre confronted with these militias who 
instantly ran away from the spot.  
 
On September 2, four masked men with a sedan visited 
the home of Ali Moallim Isak who is the organizing 
secretary of the union. They asked his wife about him. 
The men, who were carrying weapons known AK47, 
were standing at the front of Ali’s home around 6 hours.  
 
On September 4, the supporters of Yusuf Ali, who calls 
himself as the governor of Hiiraan region in central 
Somalia, momentarily abducted journalist Mohamed 
Abdulle Hassan known Siidi in Mogadishu who works 
with Sweden based website (www.somaliweyn.com). 
The reason of this action came after the self-appointed 
governor held a press conference in Mogadishu, but the 
reporter didn’t publish the press conference. A pistol on 
his head, Siidi was ordered to talk to his editor to 
publish the news otherwise he would be killed.  
 
After many efforts, the National Union of Somali 
Journalists succeeded to release Mr. Siidi in the evening 
of 4 September. But the supporters of the self-appointed 
governor took his journalistic equipment. When NUSOJ 
contacted with Yusuf Ali, he told that he and his team 
didn’t see the journalists’ equipment, and accused 
NUSOJ as an organization doing acts against Islamic 
law as he put, and will provide the union’s information 
to the concerned people whom he didn’t identify.  
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�� Journalist Banned 
 
Journalist Mohamed Abukar Aseyr was banned to 
exercise his journalistic profession in Jowhar, the 
temporary seat of the president and the prime minister of 
the transitional federal government of Somali Republic.  
 
The order banning Mr. Aseyr to work with Radio 
Jowhar was issued by the political administration of 
Middle Shabelle region on 12 August.  
 
Mr Mohamed Abukar Aseyr, who was also the Jowhar 
correspondent of Mogadishu based Radio Hamar Voice 
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of Democracy (VOD), was banned due to comments he 
added to his reports to VOD according to reliable 
sources in Jowhar.  
 
The reports were mainly about the transitional federal 
government, though VOD is not currently operational 
for technical purposes. But in the month of October 
Mohammed Abukar Aseyr was permitted to reassume 
his work.  
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Editor of Weekly-Published Newspaper Arrested 
 
Editor Professor Khalif Mohammed Barre was arrested 
in the port town of Bossasso in Bari region of Puntland 
Regional State of Somalia. The editor of Kaaha Bari 
weekly newspaper, which is the oldest newspaper in 
Puntland regions, was arrested on Saturday, 17 
September 2005, around 13hrs local time by Puntland 
Intelligence Service (PIS).  
 
Trustworthy sources in Bossasso confirmed NUSOJ that 
Professor Khalif, a veteran journalist, was arrested by 
reason of an article he wrote, which was published by 
Kaaha Bari newspaper on Thursday 15 September. The 
article, which was titled “Is Puntland exchanging its 
natural resources to chickens” mainly criticized the 
recent agreement that Puntland authorities reached with 
Australian oil refinery companies in Garowe.  
 
Professor Khalif Mohammed, who is also one of the 
founders of Kaaha Bari newspaper in 1991, was being 
detained in the center of operations of PIS in Bossasso. 
However, the senior editor was released on 18 
September 2005 at 18:30 local time following a decree 
issued by Puntland President Gen. Adde Muse, which 
gave the editor a presidential pardon.  
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Awale Jama’ Salad 

Editor of STN FM Station Imprisoned 
 
Editor Awale Jama’ Salad was arrested on 26 September 
2005 at 10:00am local time in Bossasso of Bari region in 
Puntland. 
  
The order to arrest Mr. Awale, who is the editor of the 
STN FM Radio station in Bossasso, was issued by the 
deputy commander of Puntland police Col. Abdiasis 
Sa’id Ga’amay after receiving allegations against Awale 
Jama’ from Ahmed Taran, the attorney general of Bari 
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region.  
  
Mr Awale, who was arrested while he was with a team 
of STN journalists inside the premises of the local 
government, was accused of writing an abusive article 
after he was released from the jail in July 2005. The 
article mentioned that the security officers of the 
detention center are paid by some of the prisoners and 
their families to release them from the jail without the 
knowledge of the authorities, and the remaining 
detainees are maltreated in the cells, and may have 
dispersal diseases. 
  
Since the broadcast of the article from STN FM Radio 
and the publication on some of Puntland newspapers, 
Ahmed Taran was in discussions with the regional 
administration of Bari to submit these accusations 
against STN editor to law enforcement bodies.  
 
He was repeatedly punched by policemen following his 
arrest. When STN director Abdisarak Shek Adun tried to 
visit Salad at the police station, he was turned away and 
told he would be arrested if he came back. Salad was 
transferred on 27 September to the headquarters of the 
Puntland Intelligence Service (PIS). 
 
When transferred to intelligence headquarters on 27 
September, Salad was put in a small, poorly-ventilated 
room with open toilets along with some 70 other 
ordinary detainees, including suspected murderers, 
thieves and drug traffickers. The quantity of food they 
were given was not enough for all the detainees, with the 
result there were fights over the food. The only source of 
water was the toilet plumbing. Salad was finally released 
on 28 September following pressure from national and 
international organisations. 
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Puntland Police�

Puntland Police Hunted Journalist Awale Jama’  

The editor of STN FM Station in Bossasso Mr Awale 
Jama’ Salad started hiding in October following hunting 
from the police forces of Puntland Regional State in 
northeast Somalia.  

The reason behind his hunting was publication of 
information concerning weapons imported by Puntland, 
reports on the conditions of jails of Puntland and a joint 
report that Reporters without Borders (RSF) and 



 21 Annual Press Freedom Report from NUSOJ, Mogadishu, December 2005 
 

National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ) 
published about policy brutalities in Puntland. Police 
attacked his home and the homes of four of his friends in 
order to arrest him. Awale denied the writings or any 
involvement of these articles.   

On 13 December 2005, the authorities in Puntland gave 
official exoneration Mr. Awale. The exoneration came 
out after an intervention from the transitional federal 
government. In the past, Awale was detained two times.  
 

���&%'�!�����

�� Detentions of Journalists in Jowhar and Kismayo 

Jubba Valley Alliance (JVA), a political faction that 
controls Lower Jubba region, arrested on 28 November 
in Kismayo Mr. Ahmed Mohammed Aden (Timajili'). 
The order to arrest Mr. Timajili' was issued by the 
governor of Kismayo District Mr. Dahir Mohammed 
Elmi. The governor accused the journalist of publishing 
false information on a website that he works for. 

The alleged false information, which Timajili' published 
on www.gedonet.com, is about weapons that JVA 
recently imported. Mr. Ahmed Mohammed Aden 
(Timajili') works with Jubba FM Radio in Kismayo and 
a website called Gedonet.com. He is a member of the 
supreme council of the National Union of Somali 
Journalists (NUSOJ) and the head of journalists in Jubba 
regions. However, He was released on 2 December 
without prosecution. 

In Jowhar, Journalists Abdikarin Omar Moallim and 
Ahmed Hassan Mahad were briefly arrested in the same 
day around 11:00hrs local time at Jowhar police station 
by militias loyal to Mohammed Omar Habeb, Dhere, 
following order from the press officer of the political 
administration of middle Shabelle region Mr. Hassan 
Dhagey.  

The reason behind their arrest is because these two 
journalists refused to go with the vehicles that the 
regional administration prepared for the journalists who 
wanted to cover the arrival of foreign ministers and 
diplomats from the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD) who were having 
their foreign ministers' meeting on 29 November in 
Jowhar. 
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However, after complaints and requests from the 
journalists in Jowhar, Abdikarin Omar Moallim and 
Ahmed Hassan Mahad were released around 14:15hrs 
local time of the same day. Abdikarin Omar Moallim 
works with Radio Jowhar, and sometime contributes 
Mogadishu based Radio Banadir, while Ahmed Hassan 
Mahad is the Jowhar correspondent of Bossasso based 
Somali Broadcasting Corporation (SBC). 
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�� Journalists Tortured in Las Anod 
  
Journalists Faysal Jama’ Adan, Jamal Farajar and  
Abdiqani Haji Ise whose working titles are the Director 
of Radio Las’anod and two of the station’s reporters 
respectively were tortured  on 10 December 2005 by the 
guards of Puntland vice president Hassan Dahir Afqura’, 
who was visiting Las’anod city.  
 
According to reports from the region, the authorities 
were infuriated by a report, which the Radio aired in 
early December. The report stated that the chief 
commander of Somaliland army told the Radio that the 
argument between Somaliland and Puntland is about a 
barren region called Sool. 
   
The Puntland authorities laid blame on the Radio of 
broadcasting insulting information about the region and 
of encouraging the people in Sool to make disturbance 
against Puntland administration. During the vice 
president’s visit in the city, many people came out to 
welcome the vice president, and these journalists were 
devoting to cover the arrival of the delegation led by 
Hassan Dahir Afqura’ and the impression of the 
convivial people. 
 
Although, Faysal Jama’ Adan, Abdiqani Haji Ise and 
Jamal Farajar were all pounded the rear of the handguns 
of the security guards, Abdiqani Haji Ise suffered from 
major injuries at his left-hand and right leg. He was 
admitted to hospital as his left-hand was bleeding 
critically. 
 
When NUSOJ tried to contact the Puntland vice 
president, he declined to make any comment of why and 
how this attack happened, but said heatedly “if a 
journalist contravenes the interest of the region, he or 
she will be beaten”. 
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